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Im the Fiild, I
Nui Hatchib's Res, Feb. 9, 1S69. J

Scarcely had tho peace commissioners of the enemy
Vetnrned to their capital with the reply of the national
government to their arrogant conditions of peace
than General Grant again set at work the true diplomacy
af a settlement. The Great Napoleon Is said to have
lamarked "that nothing durable ever came out of war."
We may add that durable peace never originated In
to unfinished war. If we are to gain anything by the
lang and bloody struggle in which we have been engaged
the best fruits of the conflict are to be reaped In magna-
mhnity towards a subjugated and powerless foe. The
true avenue to peace is by force of arms. It Is unques¬
tionable that Grant's promptness in following up tho
failure of the peace mission by a bold, deter¬
mined movement and a permanent extension of his in¬
vestment towards the vital point of tho enemy's lines.
the Bouthside Railroad.will havo a moral effect upon the
South which their artful leaders will And difficult to con¬
ceal While the hollow declamations of Davis and his
toSperatlves are crying war the thunders of war are to be
^eard reverberating mournfully the (hoxorablo tendency
if their doomed cause. Aside, however, from the moral
aflbot of the new movement, it has In It another import-
.nee, as preliminary to a new combination. It places a

portion of Grant's army In a position dlroctly threaten¬
ing the Bouthside Railroad and necessitates the drawing
Ml and consequent weakening of the enemy's lines. It Is
known that Lee with difficulty could place a bold front
to his old linos, how much loss then Is he In a condition
10 hold also the aew point menaced.

OBOSH8.
On the afternoon of the 4th Inst field orders and let-

ton of instruction wore despatchod to the commanding
.flloen of the Second and Fifth corps to make Urge
4etalls of their oommands for a movement. Of the
¦coond corps the Second division, Brigadier General T. A.
Smyth commanding, and the Third division, Brevet Ma-
tor General Oeraham Mott soaamandlng; of the Fifth
eerns, th* divisions of Generals Ayree, Griffin and Craw¬
ford, and General D. McM. Gregg's cavalry division of
the Army of the Potomac, were Instructed to prepare for
¦mrchlng erderi. There was much spooulatlon among
efloera and man as to the object of the contemplated
movement; but as time alone would unravel th»
Mystery the troops passed the night, as asual on such
aimill.i". In reducing their knapsacks to marching
Weight, and bargaining with their comrades foraproflt-
abls riddance of the surplus.

OK TUB MAHCB.
Before dawn the various commanders had reoelved

inal Instructions, and the troope were formed to move

to their designated positions In the column. The general
t. of the movement was assigned to Major °«n*
Hi g Warren, commanding Fifth corps. At three
.'clock on the morning of the 6th Inst, the Fifth corps,
nreoedrd by Gregg's cavalry, debouched from Its camp
tod moved oat upon the Halifax road, advancing In the
tteection of Beams' station. The Second corps moved
tot en the Vaughn road shortly after six A M. Ac-

fompanytng their respective brigades were the batteries,
corps, ammunition and forage trains. De¬

tachments of the signal corps accompanied headquarters.
OM TUB BOPTS.

The day wss Indeed beautiful. The bright sun banished
annervlng doubts and thoughts of the awful chasm be¬
tween the present and the future. The soldiers' spirits
«are as sparkling as the bright sunlight that shone
aheerlly upon the veteran oolumn as It measured its

fcolstspi towards the enemy.
Upon reaching the outlying plckot on the Vaughn roail

the Third Pennsylvania cavalry, Major Hess commanding,
wheeled Into eolumo and led the advanoe of the Btcond
¦era. t *1?'W % "»
! - TUS OOVlWTftl MOVSlK**

The first otject of the march of tho Second eorpe by
fee Vaughn road was to cover the movement or the
fMlh corps. About midday the bead of the Beeond
eorpe column reached Hatcher's run. Finding the

enemy Intrenched, the Third Pennsylvania cavalry
Cgmyed to carry the ford, but found the enemy too strong,
tod was driven back. The First brigade, Third division,
was next ordered up and deployed, faring ibe ford. The
¦Inety-nlnth Pennsylvania, Colonol Biles commanding,
(¦mediately advanced across the run, scattering
¦tarnation and confusion among tho enemy, driving him
took under cover of the wood. The cavalry now gave
pursuit, followed by the Infantry, and the line of the
tilled division was advanced about a mile, occupying the
tommlt of a hill, apon which they commenced the erec

Hob of fleldworks. Daring the progress of these de¬

monstrative operations on the part of tho Third division,
the Second division struck off through sn untravcllcd
toad to tbs right, towards Armstrong's ford. The head of
me column, composed of the Nineteenth Massachusetts,
encountered the enetpy near the run, and, with the as

Hatancc of the Tenth New York, compelled the enemy
to withdraw arross the stroam. This success ef¬
fected, a Junction of the two divisions and
me whole lino of the second corps was arrayed in
arder of battle to meet any offensive movoments on the
part ef the enemy.
Late In the afternoon the enemy opened a bri^x nre

at artillery, without, however eliciting a reply. Embold¬
ened by this silence, his Infantry, preceded by a heavy
.klrmlsh line, advanced In line of battle.
Our troops permitted them to come within easy range,

arfcen they opened a severe fire of musketry, which
caused the Has to fall back In considerable disorder. Tho
acemy, not dlsbesrtened, repeated bis sttempt to d s-

(sdge oar forces, and met with a similar repulse. The
Sink movement was then £ attempted with no
tetter success. Colonel Matbew k Murphy, of ths
Stxty-nlath New York, commanding the Second
trlgade, held the right of the line, his own right
fauk reeling on a swamp As tbs enemy approschod
to greeted him with sn alftctlve ahower of hullit#,
Which caused him to break and rstrnat out of rnn^s.
goon alter dark, liavlng been thwarted in every e/fort to
%raak the eontlnuHy of our lines, the enemy withdrew
to his fortifications. The Second brigade of the Second
division and Third brigade of the Third division bore the
trunt of the dajr'd fighting. The officers and mea

throughout bore thenMclvss nobly. General Humphreys
m person superiotsndwl the operations of the oorpe.

Among the wounded wsa Colonel Murphy, commanding
ma Second brigade, Third division. The sum of the day's
leases of the Seoond oorpe ras about ninety.

rai onuTMM or n» nrra roam

yhlla ths Bacand eorpe wsg sugaring tht atlantion a#

the enemy on the Vaughn road, the main eolomn, oom

potted of the Fifth corps, continued on ita way towards
Beam's station. After a march of six mile* the advance
nacbed Bowanty creek. VMettea and Dying partiea
oould be seen hovering mysteriously on the front, taking
observations, and tlTcn suddenly disappearing. The
troops, however, tbua tar encountered no opposition.
The Bowanty creek is about twenty feet wide, and not
conveniently fordable. The old bridge waa no longer
in existence. The column waa accordingly delayed
for a short time, while the pioneers were en¬

gaged in conatractlng a temporary bridge. The
process of bridging was simple. Two trees upon
the bank, and transversely at the proper diatanoa
from each other, were speedily felled by the sturdy
axemen of the pioneers in auch a manner that they fell
acrosa the stream. Theae formed the stringers upon
which was constructed a solid bed of boughs. The men
worked with difficulty, and, though coveted by a detach¬
ment of light infantry, the sharpshooters of the enemy
harassed them from the cover of the wooded banks.
The impromptu bridge having been oompleted, in order
to secure a lodgment beyond the streaos and protect the
construction of bridges for the passage of the
whole force, the Third brigade, Second division,
Brevet Brigadier General Gwyn commanding, advanced
in column on a trot acrosa the bridge. The opposite
bank waa steep and difficult ot ascent, and a short dis¬
tance beyond rifle pits obscured a line of riflemen In
numbers unknown. Undaunted by these uncertainties,
Gwyn hastened his men forward. In a few minutes a
scattering Ore ensued, and In a fow minutes after qniet
waa restored by the possession of the pita by our forces.
Gwyn lost but one man. The enemy several besides

I twenty-two prisoners.
GBBOO'S cmui OPBUTIOH&

As 1 have stated, Gregg led the column of the
Fifth corps. Instead of delaying his movements
at infantry pace, he struck oat boldly and
reached Roam's station very soon after daybreak. Thus
far encountering no opposition, he extended his march
at once in the direction of Dinwiddle Court House. The
enemy by this time was tally aroused, and a portion of
Hampton's cavalry, on foot, covered by breastworks and

a stream, eadeavored to check the advance. The Thir¬
teenth Pennsylvania cavalry, Col. Nevin commanding,was
dismounted and advanced as skirmishers, gaining an ad¬

vantage. Tlio Second Pennsylvania cavalry drow sabres
and dashed through the skirmishers across the bridge at

a gallop ; the skirmishers rallied and followed np at a

double quick. A wonderfully small duration of time
settled the aflYay; the enemy left his works and scam¬

pered through a Held; the men mounted pursued
and harvested about twenty of the fugitives.
The enemy no longer an obstacle, the dismounted cav¬

alry returned to their saddles, and, under the pilotage of
a nogro, moved for the Court House. The troops, with

infinite difficulty, made their way, as the route, In tho
phraseology of a civilian, "lay by a short cut," through
ploughed fields, woods interminable, and mud belly
deep. The horses struggled, and, In the multiplication of
their difficulties, the officers entertained doubts as to the
fidelity of their guide. A few hours, however, thoroughly
re-established his character. The column entered Din¬
widdle Court House without previous alarm, and greatly
to the eurprtso of the inhabitants. The results of this
unexpected visit were a colonel and a rebel mail captured.

A scouting party also raptured a rebel train.
Dlnwlddlo Court Houae is a station on the main wagon

route of supplies between North Carolina and Richmond.
Posted in tho town a notice was discovered, beseeching
citizens to sell or even lend all their surplus food to Loo's
army. This Is an unquestionable evidence of short diet
in Richmond.
Before Gregg left the-Court Hease a body of rebel ca¬

valry from Bcllefleid moved up to thwart his further
progress. A preliminary brush sufficiently dampened
the ardor or the enemy, and he returnod to Bellefield.
Having satisfied the ohjecl of his movement Gregg re¬

turned to Rowanty creek and bivouacked, bWu* less
three men for duty. The enemy had destroyed the bridge,
which, bowevor, was soon replaced by the pioneers.
One brigade immediately crossed the stream. At one

A. M. the men were again astride their animals, and
reached the Boydton and Vaughn road at daybreak, and
took position In Warren's rear, two miles from Hatcher's
run.

rorat, or thk dit's work o* tub 6rn arnr.

Both corps had secured a foothold across Hatcher's
run. The Second corp* repelled several assaults of
the enemy, at one time reaching a force of four
divisions. His punishment wsn eevore, and in th»
night withdrew, leaving his dead and wounded on the
field. The Fifth corps held the position taken in tho
afternoon. The cavalry ransacked the region in the vl-
o.uity of Dinwiddle Court House. The whole sum of (he
losses on our part was about two hund red.

THK «UYHR> DAT.
The morning of the 8th inst. fouud the army refresh¬

ed by an undisturbed night, an early breakfast, and in
line ready for something to turn up. Th positions were:
Second run - on the right, Fifth corps on tho lert, cavalry
parties in front. The lines wore ovored bv-huMy breast-
works, timber, and the roads mied with mild. The morn¬
ing was spent In strengthening the defences and cordu¬
roying roads. General* De Trobrland and McAllister, of
the Second corps, mode a reeennoisHanci: and developed
the Tact that there was no force between Che new lines
and the old works below Peterslmi g. The Filth corps
parsed the mornlug in taking positions of attack. General
Meade was on the field.

sicn* or ur*.
Karly In tho afternoon the euemy disclose a column

moving towards the right. Our main movements were
on the left.

Tns abva*ch or tits nrm row.
At noon the Third division. Fifth corps moved to the

right from the Duncan rmd towards the Uoydton plank
road. The skirmishers were soon engaged, and a run¬
ning A/lit ensued. Uie main body following up . lo»«ly as
ths enemy retired. In the vicinity of Dabney's mill the
enemy took position under covsr of temporary works.
From these he was soon dinlodged. The two lines now
engaged In an IrTegnlar Interchange of bullets ttifonai.
the Umber In front. On the part of tie enemy the firs f
gradually grow more coutinnous and heavy. It now' be- |
came <:yj<Jcnt that h« was strengthening his lines for a 1
determined stand, and an oflVnsive strike at the prop**
momenj. it was five o'cly-k |>. M.. To prci-'
emergencies Ayr**' afrtslon was ordered 7in to the s 'in
port of fWord, and while movroR £ 'JXnnwE,
suddenly s illed, In large ( atl(1 Urlveu b,uk At
the same time a brigade of Griffin's division moved to
the support of t.iecg » cavalry. Hub-equent movements
of the enemy dyv».opcd an intention to cut oir Crawford.
A column of the enemy was swung around to envelop

h in. t;mwfbrd, simultaneously, was heavily engaged on
nlf frofti.
At six P. M. comparative order prevailed, and pre|>ara-

tloiis wire Inade to rei elve the enemv, who, II was evi¬
dent. felt no dl«|>o=itinn to abandon a slight advantage It*
had aec'ired. Uregir, during this time, was fight-ng Ids
cavalry on foot, and held his own on the Vaughn r<«ad
against Mahone's division.
The enemy hud already eiign<:od Pevram's, fiordon 's

and Heth's divisions. Mahone, unable to gain anv ad¬
vantage over <ire*g, suddenly withdraw In a north
westerly direction, and fell upon the left of tho
Fllih corps. Hie flank re l»>t»d for a moment
b a to no avail. It was crumbled m>on the
centre The ammunition of |*rt or Crawford* divi¬
sion at this critical moment l>eeame exhausted. This |>or-
tl ju of the line broke oil. nrul in a few mlnute« the entire
lire became a wreck The Third division (Wheaion's) of
the Kiath corpt, which left lis camp that morning,
crossed Batcher's run during tho height of Crawford s
confusion, and also lo*t Its selrpossessam. The ligh'mg
now became de-uhory but dssjierate, and both forces en¬
tered into the work in earnest.as n matt"r of life or
death. The country between HaU her s run and the mill
is covered With a heavy wood, the ground sortencd by
numerous swamps and cut up hv ravine*. The road upon
which the columns and train- were obliged to move was
narrow, tilled with stumps, and. iboveall, knee deep with
mud. A si ik hi. orunt oi froten surface only multiplied
Hie ditn. ultie« The column moved forward with the
nl"*t exhausting exertion*. and, in-tesd of heng lresh tor
battle. wn used uo by It- conflict with the mud The
men l<n their shoes, t|ie,r clothing wn dump* lied
and tl Ir arms in many lii«t*n<<-s were rendered
unfit Tor immediate use The artillery and trains suf
fend more tlinn the mmi Animals to»sod about in their
useless exertion* to extri. ate themselves and their bur
dens This being the (vise, the operations fir tho troops
oh the r <ad were Infinduly wor«s. The ground was

fresh The tlml>er waa thick and netted with a
web or undergrowth. As the men advanced through this
ina/e mam were laid low by the del.bcrute tire or an nit
soen musketeer or rifleman When they retired the
roads and the woods wore ali\e with disorder The lines
were much hsokon Iti the ad\ance. it would be Impos
slide to > (>nrey h" formations on it* retreat. The mon

fought single ha'ided throa h Ihs timber from tree to tree.
Their alarm was greatly increased |iy h'ar or being inter¬
cepted on th-ir rear No efforts on tbe |>art of officers
oould stay the men Th«r were unmanageable Thoy
wore determined to abandon the wosd. and only upon
reaching the open country on tho Vaughn road
and finding the bridges all entire and the guards
perfectly calm, did they recover their presence
or mind. The Hues were hastily rerormed, snd,
under piolouion of the temporary worka thrown up by
the Third division of the Second ijirps the day before,
the men awaited the onslaught of^the euemy. A few
minutes of autpense and Uteir anticipations were realised.
The skirm shers fell back hastily. The woods in front

rt"n# w,lfr hoyonel#, and the enemy dsshed
«wed space in front. From their

t>«T, .°T)f ,,,m w,Ul . terrible flro
01 fosMion wae irifllu* Tbe autpt piade jko per

OPERATIONS ON HATCHER'S RUN.

The Latest Movement.Scene of the Blteniloti
on the Left.

¦latent effort to carry the work* He soon withdrew, and
wm lost In the obscurity of the wood.
During the action of the Fifth corps the loft of the

Second corps sustained and repelled an attack near the
Armstrong House, on the Duncan road.

to scmuNO dp or ibi acono dat's noor.
Crawford'* division, which left Us camp four thousand

strong, footed up .after the action of this day one thou¬
sand one hundred and forty-thnfo officers and men killed,
wounded and missing. The lossos iu tho other divisions
were small. The enemy's loos must have been equally
as great as our aggregate, including one hundred and
eighty prisoners taken. Tue conclusion, m the seal* of
advantage*, was in favor of the enemy.

TUB THUU> DAT.
The night of the Otfc set In with a cold

rain. On the Tth, however, the offensive was
ivftpmed. The enemy must have suffered mora se¬
verely than believed on the clone of the Oth, as he ex¬
hibited little opposition. On the 7th a reconetsasnoe
was at once set in motion. Crawford's division was
called under arms, and by noon was retracing lta steps
over the ground It had gamod and lost the day before.
One-half mile from the night's bivouac the pickets of the
enemr were encountered and driven back. Tho division
now deployed in line, the right on Hatcher's run and the
left supported by WHeaton's division of the Sixth corps.
The whole line felt ita way carefully. The enemy soon
discovered himself In for e. The conflict which ensued
was spirited, but brief. The enemy gave way, though
contesting his ground with vigor, and Anally look up his
position in the works at Dabney's mill. The two forces
indulged In a spirited exchange of musketry. The ene¬
my cvlncod no dexire to repeat the assault of the day be¬
fore. and at night Crawford rojolued the main body on
the Ve'ighn roaJ.

TBS SUM OP THK OI'tSAItOMS OF THIS TlW.
The general features of the work of the 7th may be ex¬

pressed in the word.quiet. The troop* used their spades
vigorously, and permanent lines of dofeix o were laid out
and work comni«nccd. Tim enemy had expended his
btruugth on the Sth, and the formidable works quickly
constructed were a sufficient argument against further
offensive operation?.

LATKB.
Ye*tyrday the lints were umffcturbrd The work of

formication goes on rapidly. Comfortable quarters ore
fust npringiug up, and the men, alter all their trial*,
are sat'sQcd with the nltlmate advantages gained
Though the movement" of the past few days were at¬

tended with many vicWtmio? and a revere teat of the
endurance of (ho men, the finaJr Ucrniumtly sstisfs-iory.
The territory of Hat Iter's run, which for month;; has
been a region of controversy between the two force*, now
forms part of our line p. Pioneers and fut igue pari iu? are
rapidly converting the dense woods iMo a pcenc of hostile
defences. Five miles have been added to ocr hue?, and
Richmond is »> much nearer it? downfall.
To speak of the sallantry of officers and men would be

to repeat that with which the country Is already fsimlllur
The trials of no former movements ever equalled those of
tho present. Hut no complaints were heard, und the
ssue of the movement more than compensates all for
their euflering.

THE FIFTH CORPS.

Sir. L. A< Hentlrlck'a De*p»Uh.
HKADOTTAMXKa, Firm Cottrs, I

la tus Fibui, Feb. 10, 1H66 )
thr mrw una.

All our troops havo now been withdrawn to this side
nf Hatcher's run, and the earthworks constructed the
other side of the stream have been destroyed. This
shortens our tine sotnewbst, but makes our position
much more defensible. It is probable there will be no

more changes otherwise ttsn continuing to strengthen
jur present position.

orrictAL usroRTB or uifcSBfl.
The officib I reports have come in, showing the ca*ajtl-

ties in the corps in the late light* These reports show
one hundred and fourteen killed, and eight hundred and
seventy three wounded.
The losses of the division! are as follows:.
F.rtt DivMtm.Fonr officers and eighteen men killed,

twelve officers and one hundred men wounded.
Ste.nd Uivititm.Five officers snd thirteen men killed,

ten officer? aud one hundred and seventy-sight men

wounded.
Third Divition Five officers and sixty nine men

killed, nineteen officers and five hundred and iWty four
men wonuded.

ma ouHorrT or tub nirrBRBsr comma vrisRs.

It will be aeen from the above that the bulk of the
lo?s has fallen upon General Crawford's division, upon
whom al?o happened to fall the bulk of the fighting. Of
the three brigades In Ihe divls'on,General Bragg's suf¬
fered the most Too much credit cannot be given to
General Crawford for the skilful and efficient manner

In which he bandied his men. General Bragg, or the
little Atneilcan (.eneral as he is called.be weighs only
one hundred and thirteen pounds.has won additional
laurels not only for hla audacious coolness In sctlou, but
the masterly management of hie command. And so, too,
has General Baxter, who, in this brief sad spirited cam¬

paign, Ims shown that dauntless courage and soldierly
aptitude and daring first so conspicuously and brilliantly
brought to notice on the bloody field of Antletam

In former despatches 1 have referred to tho splendid
conduct of Brevet nrinadier Generals Qwyn and Wlnthrop.
General Uwyn never fought his present brigade till In
the late fight. He was not only Uie commander of the
brigsde, but its leader He led In every fight, and the
men think now there Is no such man as General Gwyn,
saving of coursc, their long worshipped idols. Brevet M.ijor
General Ayres, commanding the division, nnd M%Jor
General Wamn, corns commander General Wlnthrop
was originally the color bearer of the old Fifth New York
regiment, snd bis promotion, while it gives a wider scope
for the display of his military abilities, already proven to
be of the Dignest order, shows him still the same oool.
brave, daring soldierm wh*n first bearing aloft the proud
8tars and Stripes of Ihe old Fifth.

1 am glad here te correct a statement In a former dee-
patch, namely, that the Sixth oorps troops fired Into our
mm } make p»l* oerrsetton noou Uv. s»>horMv of Vm

Warren. To General Wheaton's command of the Sixth
corps Gen. Warren gives credit for gallant and efficient
service rendered in aiding to repel the assaults of the
enemy.

THE SIXTH CORPS.

Mr. Ckas. H. Hanaaa'a Dtipatch.
Hsadqcartuis, 8ixtc Arky Conn, 1
Nsar ParwuiBDRO, Feb. 10, 1806. J
AIL QVTWt AOAIM.

Since Tuesday evening everything haa been remark¬
ably quiet In front of the Sixth corps. There hare been

some movements of troop* made during the last forty-
eight hours.

m ooimwow1.
The mastering officers of this corps have had qutts a

busy time lately. During the last month nearly two hun¬
dred officers were mustered In. Of that number the ma¬

jority received commissions promoting them to a higher
rank in tbo service. A few, however, were officers who
had already served three years, and been mustered out
aud again returned to the front. Captain Edward If.
Paine returns with the rank of major in the One Hun¬
dred and Sixth New York ; Captain Charles Bogardus re¬

turns ad lieutenant colonel Of the One Hundred and Fifty
flntt New Turk; Captain Anson S. Wood has received bis
commission as major In the Ninth New York heavy artil¬
lery Captain George D. Damon, formerly judge advocate
or tho Third division, bus assumed command of the
Tenth Vermont, with the rank of m^or.
Many additional promotions will be made as soon as

the regiments arc Ailed up to their maximum strength.
NAMjn OP THS MI-SIMI.

The following are the numes of some of the men re¬
ported missing after the engagement with Mahone's rebel
diviflon on Monday last at Hatcher's pin Corporal .las
Hanky, Coinpuny (); Frederick Patchen, Company D,
and Timothy Walsh, Company I, all of the Second Con¬
necticut heavy artillery.
Jobu H. Meade, Company A, and Wm. Canning, Com

pany D, of the Nlntev-jmh Pennayivania volunteers.
a Udt r*oii nfkw.

Thi* morning a female, fat, fair and nearly forty, came
Into our liuci< In search of licr husband. He is a Ueorglan,
and had deserted from Lee's army at the latter end of

I net month. Before leaving her he had written hnr what
he styled his tar well address. Informing her of his In¬
tention to dosert. and afterwards to reside In N'oifolk for
three month*, where she might rejoin him. Site gave
quite a glowing account of thn r b I army, staling that
tlic uien were nil well f. d and determined to light It out.
Major Milne, Corps Provost Marshal, took charge of the
lady.

THE CAVALRY.

Mr. Theodore C. Wilson's Oespstch.
Cavalry (Juttrs, Amur or ms Potomac, 1

Feb. 10, 1800. f
major ummui. urroo's farmwmu. aodrkhs.

Tills morning M%j. Gsn. Gregg, who has left the ser¬

vice, bade goodby to this cor|«. He left the army In a

special train, and proceeded direct to City Poiut and
thence to Fortress Monrco.

Hsaih)dartsms, Skcokd Cavalry Division, I
Feb 0, 1800 f

The resignation of the undersigned having been ac¬

cepted, he ceases te 00mmand the Second cavalry illvl
lion. This sejiaratton from a command with such n

frond record of successes against the enemy wherever
met In the campaigns of the last two yenrs, Is not made
by him without the moat profound regret. The officers
aud enlisted men of the Second division will always bo
remembered by him In friendship, and with tbcin he will
ever cherish recollections of the virtues of the bravo
men of bia command who liavs fallen on Its battle fields.

D. McM. GRKGU
THS NSW COMMAND**.

There Is s great deal of speculation as to who will bo
tbe next commander of tho Second cavalry division. For
the present Brevet Brigadier General Irwin Gregg Is In
temporary command, General Davies being absent,
wouuded.

RSTl-KN or CATTAIN BUS"

Captain A. J. Bliss, Company D, Tenth New York
cavalry, has returned to tbe army, after an absence of
Ova months as prisoner in the enemy's bands

THE ARMY OF THE JAMES.

Mr. Wllllom H. Mrrrlam's Despair h.
HSAtMt'ARTKR*, DSI'ARTMKST Or VlROISlA, )

Army or tub Feb. II, 1806. J
strasos nmstuiNw or tus ssssr

Several authorities, am >ng them many deserters, unani¬
mously concurred Inst evening in the sesertlou that tbe
enemy on this front were removing their artillery. What
this portends of course we do not know ; but, taken In
connection with another statement, mads by all the de¬
serters coming within thene lines yesterday, we canuot
but think that Richmond Is about to be evacuated.

sTHis'itxT MSA*rara.
Yesterday morning tbe rebel commanders on this

(north) James front gave strict orders that all men

caught thn dlatance of half a mllo to the reer of the
rebel lines (this direction being towards Richmond),
would be at once oourt martialed, and upou proof of the
delinquency severely dealt with. Something must he
going on beyond that half a mile. I learned upon ques¬
tioning the deserters dircclly that they tMmeelvss
though! that Leo was shout to alwndon lbs city to Union
nccnpancy. I think h cl"Se Inspection of the warp and
wo- if of the labored speeches nisde st the Amesa
church mars meeting on tbe 0th Inst, will *bow that
even (bat lofty talk woe Idle, and that the gluuts of rebel
oratory felt it to he eo. when, with atreamlng arms and
vigorously oscillating chins, they were eihaeMIng ihein
selves In deception of the people.

.miss or crnbkai. litolow.
Osnnrnl D C. Ludlow roturned to duty last nig lit, after

a twenty days leavs, puoed st Fortress Monroe, W*»-h
itjiorij ViuUnngU and {killing*

T
mlutMipDtnt to command, which will .peedlly t»
.ooorwi to bun.

THE PRESS DESPATCH.
HftiDQUABTBU, AXMV OP IH POTOMir, Feb. 10, 1M0
Two DM wera executed to-day in lb la army for da-

sertion. Thalr namee wan Jamea L. Hlcka, Sixty seventh
Pennsylvania, Third division, Sixth corps, and Samuel
Clement, Thirty-second Maine. The Utter was con¬

victed of cowardice in addition to deaertlon. Hugh P.
Riley, of the eleventh Massachusetts, waa also to have
been shot to-day for desertion, hat the execution of hla
sentence has been suspended.
The losses In the late engagements at Batcher's run

foot up as follows, not counting the missing, which will
not exceed two hundred

UOOND CORPS,
Officers..> , Men

Killed. Wound*J. Killed Wounded.
Second division 3 8 . 26
Third division . 4 14 07

ftPTO CORPS.
First division 4 12 IB 141
Second division 6 10 18 138
Third division 6 37 00 498

SIXTH CORPS.
First division . . . 17
Cavalry division. 4 9 12 82

Officer,. Men.
Total killled and wounded 01 1,118
In the first day's fight it waa stated that the Second di¬

vision of the Second corps were the only troops actively
engaged: which report did Injustice to the Third brigade
of the Tnird division, commanded by Brevet Brigadier
General McAllister. This brigade was detached from the
division and sent to the support of Ueneral Smyth. They
took poeittou on his right, uear the Tucker House, where
they threw up a strong breastwork. About the time they
hud it completed they were relieved by General Ramsey '¦
brigade, but were ordered to occupy the ground between
the latter and General Smyth's right. Before they had
time to get Into position the enemy mado tbelr appear¬
ance In three lines of battle, evidently expecting little
opposition at that point.
This Is where the denjieratc fight of .Sunday afternoon

took place; and, had McAII1«Ut's brigade not stood their
ground as they did, repulsing three desperate assaults,
the Second division would have been Hanked, and, the
enemy gaining the Vaughn road, would have been in a
position to cut off the connection with our main lines,
and undoubtedly caused us much heavier loss than that
reported above. General McAllister was highly compli¬
mented by General Humphrey and other officers for the
gallantry displayed by the men, General Humphrey him*
sell' being present when the third charge wus repulsed.
No flghllug has taken place since Tuesday, the enemy

not seeming disposed to interfere with our occupancy of
the ground gained in the liite movement.

Lieut. J. A. Morrill, First Vermont artillery; lieut.
Emll Mayer, Seventh New York Volunteers; Assistant
Surgeon Kudoloh Griefs, Fift enth New York heavy ar¬

tillery; Lieut. Wn F. Reisu'nger, Two Hundredth Penn¬
sylvania Volunteers, and ('apt. J. M. Mansfield, One Hun¬
dred and EiKhty xlxth New York Volunteer* have been
dismissed the servloo for various offences.

Deserters who came in yeflt -rday say that rumors wore
current In their lines that Sherman was lu post* sslon of
Branchville, after a sharp engagement, but they have no
further particulars. They i>1bo utatt that Geueral Leo
waa present at the fight at Hatcher's run on Monday, and
notwithstanding his personal efforts to urge bis men they
could not be Induced to fl^Ut with anything like the spir.t
they did formerly. This fact wan also noticed by many
of our officers who saw the r bcl oftioers endeavor In vain
to urge their menforward ai different points.

The Late Lieutenant Colonel Treuiulne.
Baltimore, Feb. 12, 1866.

The remains of Lieutenant Colouel Tremalne, killed
before Petersburg, loft this evening for New York.

REBEL ACCOUNTS.

The Battle of Dabney'i Mills.
TUB KNOAUEMENT OP THK Ol'B INST. A VERY SEVERE

OKU.
[From the Richmond Penttnel, Feb. 10.]

We learn from tho Petersburg Kxpret that the fighting
on Monday 1s represented to have been very were at
times. The timber and undergrowth waa literally cot to
pieces by balls and bullet*.
The scene of the battle waa on tho west side of Hatcher's

run, some two or three miles from the Vaughn road,
.nd ten or twelve miles south of Petersburg The ground
was fought over four times In consequence ofmowlll
reinforcements reaching eltbor side. The Yankee* had
the greater part of four corps on the field.
The fighting was dime on oar side by Pegram's and

Evans' dTvieloM of Gordon's corps, and Mahone'a division
of A. P. Hill's corps. The charge of these troop*, which
broke the Yankee lines late in the day, is said to have
beon one of the grandest scones In military annals. The
enemy fled in gr.at confusion, and did not stop until Uu-y
reached tbelr breastworks at Hau lier's run.
The Yankee* lust in this day's engagement between

1,A00 and 2,000 men killed and wounded and about
one hundred in prisoners. Our loss will not reach five
hundred.
General Sorrel I was wounded by a stray ball through

the left lung. His wound Is dangerous, but wo are grati¬
fied to learn not considered mortal.
About one huudred prikinorn taken from the enemy

have been brought into the city. The dead on both
sides have ail been buried and the wounded brought
from the field. Most of our men are but slkhtly
wounded.
The enemy is erecting two or more observatories

opposite prominent points on our right one of these la
In front of Cook's brigade, nearly oppoMte P gram's
house. It haN already rescued a height of between <>un
and two hundred feet, and It is t-ald will be ran up to
three hundred feet. It is located abo il two miles from
our lines. There was no fighting yesterday. Both sides
were eugsged in strengthening their lines.

No Fighting at Petersburg Hlnee the Tth
Instant.

l'r:RUsnriu>, Feb. 8, lKfli.
There was no fighting to-day, and quirt was onto more

resumed.
The enemy still bold* his position on Hatcher's run.

His ilnsa have thereby been extended, butM ad\ anced.
General Borrell was wounded In the lung9, but the

wound is not considered in <rtal.
Colonel Hoffman, of Virglu'a, was killed In the light on

Monday
Our loss will not reach five hundred The enemy's

loss is estimated to be treble that number The dead
have all been buried, and Un wounded all brought from
the field.
The enemy are erecting observatories on <>uf right.
The heavy cannonading vetterduy afu rnoon was

caused by our artillery shelling the enemy's lines Both
sides were engaged to day In strengthening their new
llara.

NEWS FROM THE PACIFIC COAST.
Public Reception to be Olvra General
Sickle*.The Union of Vancouver**
Inland and Brltlnh Columbia Still Un¬
der Consideration.I>arge Fire at San

Franclnco, Ac.
8** Fiusrinon, Feb. 3, IBM.

Preparations ere making t>> cxUuil General HlcJtlen n

public reception on bit arrival here. He ia expected by
the next alearner
The BtenniKtilp Oregon, from Victoria and Portland,

yesterday brought about $100,000 in gold.
The steamship John (*. Steven* bai sailed for MntatUn

and otber Mexican porta with a cargo valued at $134,000.
But for the fact that po*<ett*|<in of the Mexican porta la
divided between the lmperialir>ls and liberal*, trade with
that country would be largely increased
The colonic* of Vancouver's Ir>laa<l and Brltlnh Colum¬

bia are still discussing tbe prrtfect of union. Tin- Utter
will not consent unless the fi rmer abandon* It* free tra<ie

policy, to which Victoria withes to adhere.
Tbe receipt* of bullion In Kan Kmuclnco for tbe last

ten days were about $1,800,000 There i* liule demand
for money, though tbaru la considerable speculation In

currency
Balled mall steamer Golden Age. Panam^ carrying a

small number of pitH*en«cr* and $1,221,OuO In gold, of
which $440,000 waa for New York.

Arrived lust evening ship IJve Oak, New York.

Ban PsAffcaro, Feb 4, 1CM
A fire at the corner of 8acratn<nto and Market strceta

yesterday destroyed property worth $M,0W.
Ad unusually largo licet of square rir. 1 i >-"ls Is In

port Many are unable to dtscliante cargo en accyuut of
bad weather.

Hailed chip* Prot >lenlira, Canton and Veritas for China,
carrying upward* of $330,000 In bullion, b^id^s valuable
cargoes of California product*.
The mining share markH gather* strength. Tbe list

of dividend laying ¦!¦«* I* lncr> aaing.
Business I* gfin'i nlly it (proving

Arrival «r t'ullsn at Cairo.
Camo, Feb 11, IMA

Eleven hnndrf I and fifty fl>e bales of eotton arrived
her* this evening to rn Memphis for ( Incinnatl.

lT.ti.iA* OmiA./.t-.viri a* Kt vrnA Rmrtm will be
given at tbo Academy this evening, with Madame Ztucbl
a* Rlvlra. Tbi* I* the drat time tht* admirable artl«t ha*
mrufl the character In America It ls a r6U eminently
suiUc! to her vole* and dratnatlo power, and will un¬

doubtedly be rendered with the fidelity which charac¬
ters* o^ery offbrt of Madame Zuc lu. The cs*t in other

I ft$^i.t# t» yty ac sfitaUo

SHERMAN
The South Carolina Railroad

Destroyed.

Sherman in Possession of It
at Several Points.

Numerous Bridges Over the Edisto and
Other Streams Burned.

A Large Column of Sherman's In¬
fantry at Blackville.

Communication Between Augusta and Charles¬
ton and the Rebel Capital Cut.

KilpatriclL'B Cavalry Engaged at
Blackville.

RUMORED EVACUATION OF CHARLESTON,
jiCf, a.t

The movement Agalnit the loath Caro¬
lina Railroad.

TIJUEE BRIGADES OK Ol'R CAVALRY CIIAROR INTO
BLACKVILLE.

Ciiakuhtom, Feb. R, ISC5
A despatch from Major General Joseph Wheelor, dated

Holmes' Bridge, February 7, twenty minutes post eight,
Bays:.
My pickets near Blackville this morning were charged

by throe brigades of cavalry, which drove them beyond
tho Tillage. Colonel 0. G. Dibrell's Tennessee brigade,
being tn the vicinity, met and charged the oncmy, driving
them back into tho village.

[Blackville, S. C , is a station on tho South Carolina
Railroad, twenty eight tulles duo west from Uroncbvillo
and forty-seven from Augusta. It Is only forty nine
miles southwest of Columbia, tho capital of the State..
Ed. Hkrald.]
HOLMES* lilt IK. K BTRNEI) COMMUNICATION BE¬
TWEEN BltANCIIVILI.K AND AUCl'HTA DRSTHOVKD.

Hs»N»nvn.ijt. R C., Feb. 9, 1WW.
The enemy hare ruade their appearanee along the

South Carolina Railroad beyond the Edlsto river. They
burned a house within a mile ned a half of the railroad
bridge.
About seven o'clock yesterday evening our troops were

withdrawn to this side of the bridge and Holmes' bridge
burned. The destruction of this bridge severs railroad
communication with Augusta.
General Winder died suddenly this morning of apo¬

plexy.
HMEKMAK'P MAIN FORCE NEAR THE ROITII CAROLINA

KA1LK0A1).KILt'ATHlCK AT BLACKVILLE.
CUarijcstom, Feb. 9. 1884.

A dispatch from Orangeburg today says that tlx
enemy ure In front of the Kdixto line, from near New
bridge to Dun* an bridge. The malnf»c*itta.d tn It vat
(Ac railroad. There httx beeu t>Mrm.t.lr,ng to-day at Ban-
uakor's bridge. Our trcopa are guarding Ute railroad
bridge. Tbe enemy show bo ilnjneMitf to tare* .

crossing.
A despatch from General Wheeler, dated Feb. S, three

O'clock P. U., says:.
A largt nhtmn </ Ikt *nemy'i infantry struck tbe

railroad at Gmbnm's and Hlackvllle. Kilpauick leal
Blackville, with three brigades.

Charleston Reported Evarnatrd.
[From the Richmond Dispatch, Feb. 10. J

Thus railroad connection with Augusta is severed. No
official dot-patches from this quarter were givi n to the
pram vcfterday. Whether any were received we do aot
know. /I if an rrror, kmarvr, to ivppote that an}
p tn' on tht South Carr lina ICailrt ad it in tfn Aandi iff th*
enrmy that we i an rut Lnge<- draw n fnn (Jmrgin.
It would b:> unwise to explain the matter ft tlrls time.
There was a rc|>ort yestcrdujr that CharUr' n had bum

rvatuaird. We Ood iu official circles no confirmation d
tbe re|>ort.

SHENANDOAH.
Mr. Charlra If. Farrcll*a Drapalrh.

Wuiciiierntm, Va , Feb 9, IMS.
A mcnwi KXrRDITlOS.

A acouUng party fr<>m our army went out on an up*.
dltion a day or two ago, and returned luat evening aafa
ami nourid, bringing with them as prisoner* one rabal
aoldler of the Ural Missouri cavalry and two other* ol
the Twelfth Virginia cavalry. The routing party wenl
out on the R<>mncy road until ihey reached Petticoat (lap;
the\ then mad a detour to the routhward, and took a

rourac p.irnllel to Little North Mountain, crefwot KnucM'a
craak, keeping oo until they rcrtchad Cedar ereek, neat

Snyder's Gap. It was near the latter place that the rvbal

prisoner* won; tat.cn.
It la a MgnlQcant tert that one of the priaonert belonged

to Hood'a army, who aaya he. In company with othara,
were rapt h red iu the Southwe-t hy our troop*, wrr rant
North. "Ii hanged and rent to Itlchmond. Itearlung Uia
latter place, they were a- if lied tu rrg mema .'(Mjrotlng la
Virgin a, Irrciipeotlve of ih' :r 0*11 regiment* Thl* Dolcjp
bn*Ju*t been adopted hy 0. neral Lee. who will In futura
fill up the ranks ol hi* regiment* in Virginia rrom rock
aa arc racaired from the military priaoaa <.| the North.
General (tinner and hi* rebel army aie faltered at

rarioua idacea m the tall- y, viz:. W:ivii>rhom, Wood-
nUx'k, F.denbtir* mid Htaunton. The main bo<lv l« at lha
lattar mum <1 place. Neal~ and Woodron a gucriilaa are
circuUtinK m Ilardv o utily. llllmor'a haitr lion la lo
I'endleton county; Imbod n"* command lu Hatb and ad-
Jaient oountle*.

wi>tui rxjovKRxra
Ttic prwmee of «now h.i* raured the ofnc«rr and aol-

dieiT to attain hr rg out thatr klalghr, and at thia time we

ara enjoying unaurpaared fde|«btng. The »tr eta of the
town are vocal irglit and day with the cheer*, -ong.* and
euthiiKtaam of the J-hu* All aorta of nielli* make up
the turnout, fmin the cracker lv>» onrunnerato »he lancy
Yankee Jumper. Our gener ilr lead the van In the apart.
Altogi liter our troop* are ha'. lag a plra-ianl »eaaon.

OV1LUT1' II ' lir r*'»TI.».
It aeema there I* a dUpoiltinn exhibited hy our autho¬

rities to pursue ttie conciliatory coiirae towarda the la-
hatrftanta of thoae portion* ol the rebel ritaten that now
are or may come Into o r p<>- . tfion. Thla l« eililh tad
In the fart of Isaiiltiff to rehei fa millet ratlona of beef,
pork, flour, Are It may he a humanitarian maaaure to
give to thure destitute faiuliiva that are mad* op of
women aud children, who ba\e renae enough to aeaaa
talk'n? trear»n, an they have txien wont to do In time*
|«*t There rhould he Mime dialimHon made Itetween
the p< aeeahia ai.il the lilataut r lulu I'nUwe there la
ther- will he hundred* of male aud female ret>. In talking
treason whila I'ncle Sam'* food I* spread oa their lahlwai

"rt«rowa "

On Monday a pro-, limn .wngmi tram will ba »¦ nt to
Newtown, eifht mile* aotith of thla town, beyond our

fre "nt line, with iippli'-a for the dentitaie of ilia* town,
heja provimon : will t>e given away to mch fam lie* aa

ileelre and will w eefit lliatn li la well knonu ibat lliera
are hut two or three Union lamlllea in the to«n Heno#
tho C'.b. In slon ta very e- »lly arrt> ad at that the rebel#
Will lie the |>rlb< ipal oner benetttad by the kiadnaaa of
Ceneral HlrnxUa T'm ? Idi. r> of thin a/mv nave a pa-
eoliar and lively gr'idwe n»ali et Newi'iwn. I-««t eumtnar
our troi'iw e^ ar'-. (t'. inl*, Atc, vere lre«jiieMly obll|(a<l
to pa.-.» thn'Hh the t.n «h.le ml tary "PWaUoaa wera

beina ciindin t'd iii ihe i;pper *a.>y. Tlie fpl/en* of
Newtown t<«»k advantafe of tM< t> o|>en a little tnda,
and moe< of tli-tu « i iWi cIu mI orcuaiy to work to

making nke*. pnaan lotherc hn. The piea w*n dal»-
tertoua irifh and, to tit- the %¦ of ona of the maa
dnmc w' o '*h-|eateil k me f th> m thner.at waaabort-
enod with dy k M («».' r) *r1,' tll»' "'». P"* In raw.

wlihout twai teuln/ "f nny kind llic pint were aold at
Oliy cent* a piei e, «rd when «a:iu "*i;re gi namliy fol-
lowed I v a i" n "f ci llo or alnilUr Minpl.ilbta. In our

nrroy \cwkw»» ia now veil ki.own a I'lotown. On*
ri boi lady -a il rhe rea ired auiiklent (tn- !,(«.. k* on th«

1 . -old lo otir aoldlara lull .unimi r and fa. to yajx r har
kitchen. 1 am afraid lh« conciliatory policy will not
.uocoed.

ItklllnR of the Peruvian.
I'oattAwn Kah. 13,

The KtaamRblp Teruvlan, Captain Tallantlna. aailad al

t 'lfei 'Vt 11'' o!t'*,V I^i*iii»S'lerr^ m"lIJver»i


